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I n  Problem 48 in  Your Move (YcGraw-Hill, 1971), David Silverman de- 
sc r ibed  a  l inguist ic  version of tic-tac-toe cons is t ing  of a  s tockpi le  of 
t h e  words  AREY, CHAT, FISH, GIRL, HORN, KNIT, SOUP, SWAN a n d  VOTE. 
Players  a l te rna te ly  select  words, a n d  t h e  f i r s t  t o  collect t h r e e  words 
s h a r i n g  a  common l e t t e r  i s  t h e  winner.  
I n  t h e  single-letter analogue of Silverman's game, p layers  draw alter- 
nately from a  stockpile of nine d i f f e r en t  l e t t e r s ;  t h e  f i r s t  t o  select  t h e  
l e t t e r s  forming one  of a specified list of nine words i s  t h e  winner. To 
make it e a s y  t o  remember t h e s e  words ,  t h e y  can be wri t ten in  t h e  form 
of a  3-by-3 word s q u a r e  in which both diagonals a r e  also words. 
S q u a r e s  a r e  ea sy  t o  f ind if you allow abbrevia t ions ,  acronyms,  p rope r  
names o r  fo re ign  words. However, I'm half-convinced t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no 
solution with common eve ryday  words. I t ' s  almost spooky how you can 
f ind  s e v e n  words bu t  not  t h e  e ighth .  ?ly near-misses: 
N O S  A R E  H O P  B E D  F L U  D O S  
E A T  S I X  E A R  O A R  A I R  E A T  
W R Y  ? 0 D S K Y  W H Y  T E X  W R Y  
In t h e  f i r s t  s q u a r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  word can be used  in  a sen tence  s u c h  a s  
 he NOS have  i t "  summarizing a  vote. Change t h e  N t o  L ,  and  t h e  W t o  
D,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  word, LOS, i s  t h e  f i r s t  half of Los Angeles. If given 
names a r e  allowed, consider  t h e  second s q u a r e  with R I O .  The t h i r d  
s q u a r e  u s e s  t h e  contraction HE'S; t h e  s ixth uses  DOS, a s  in  t h e  ph rase  
"dos a n d  don ' t s" .  There must be dozens  o r  even  h u n d r e d s  of s q u a r e s  
u s ing  words  from, say,  t h e  Official Scrabble  Players  Dictionary, b u t  
t h e s e  inva r i ab ly  employ less-familiar words t h a n  t h e  ones  in  t h e  s q u a r e s  
above. 
Ross Eckler  genera ted  an i n t e r e s t i n g  s e t  of s q u a r e s  which all  u s e  t h e  
French  word EAU, found in  English ph rases  l ike "eau  de  cologneu o r  
"eau  d e  vie": 
F O G  H O G  L O G  L O B F O B  G O B  
E A U  E A U  E A U  E A U  E A U  E A U 
D R Y P R Y  T R Y  T R Y D R Y T  R Y 
227
